
SUGGESTED LETTER OF SUPPORT 
[On your personal or company letterhead, if possible.  Personalize as appropriate.] 
 
Major Felix Hensley 
Boating Law Administrator 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources 
Law Enforcement Division      317-233-3847 
402 W. Washington Street      Fax 317-232-8035 
Indianapolis, IN  46204       fhensley@dnr.in.gov 
 
 
Subject:  Seaplanes in Indiana 
 
 
Dear Maj. Hensley: 
 
I am writing to express my strong support for increasing access for seaplanes to Indiana’s lakes and 
waterways. 
 
I applaud your efforts to bring balance and fairness to access for seaplanes to Indiana’s lakes.  For many 
years, the state of Indiana has lagged other states such as Illinois, Wisconsin, Michigan, and Minnesota 
in allowing seaplane access to public lakes and waterways.   
 
Improving seaplane access to Indiana will have significant positive effects both for Indiana residents and 
visitors.  It will have a positive effect on tourism and economic development as seaplane users come from 
other states to spend their travel dollars.  It will increase spending and tax revenues on sales and 
maintenance of seaplanes in the state, along with boosting training, fuel sales, and travel spending within 
the state.  It will attract seaplane users to relocate to Indiana, bringing increased spending during a 
challenging time for our economy.  Above all, it will increase the fun and excitement of Indiana’s lakes 
and waterways.  Seaplanes are an exciting and interesting addition to any waterfront. 
 
Since 1998, a series of private seaplane landing areas on a limited number of Indiana lakes has 
demonstrated the ability of seaplanes to operate with other water-borne traffic both safely and effectively. 
 
I am in strong support of the proposed change in status of five existing seaplane landing areas from 
private use to public-use.  The lakes include Winona Lake and Lake Wawasee in Kosciusko County, Lake 
Maxinkuckee in Marshall County and Lake James and Hamilton Lake in Steuben County. 
 
In addition, I strongly urge you to consider extending this change to the private landing areas on twelve 
other lakes and to consider allowing access to even more of Indiana’s wonderful lakes and rivers. 
 
Likewise, I request that you not impose new, unwarranted restrictions on seaplanes, such as landing 
restrictions during certain days or times of the year, or a reduction in the number of private seaplane 
landing areas.   
 
In summary, thank you for seeking public input on this question so important to the aviation community.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
[Name] 
[Address] 
 
cc: Mr. Adam Fackler, 100 N. Senate Ave., Room N901, Indianapolis, IN, 46204-2219,  
  317-232-1485, afackler@indot.in.gov  
 Mr. Randy Strebig, Indiana Seaplane Pilots Assn., 537 W. Jefferson Blvd. Ft. Wayne, IN  46802 
  Fax: (260) 422-9030, randy.strebig@strebigconstruction.com 


